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A YORKSHIRE TREaSURE TROVE UNEaRtHED 
– ONE OF THE MOSt SIGNIFICaNt SaLES OF RaRE YORKSHIRE BOOKS TaKES PLaCE LatER THIS MONtH

A remarkable collection of old books and 
other paper collectables of Yorkshire interest 
will have collectors in a frenzy when it all 
comes under the hammer on March 31st.  
The single-owner collection is being offered 
for sale by book and paper specialists 
Dominic Winter at their salerooms in the 
Cotswold Water Park near the Roman town 
of Cirencester.

The current owner originally acquired the 
core of the collection from the backroom of a 
deceased Bradford antiquarian bookseller in 
the 1970s.  Some of the collection’s origins, 
however, go back generations to the noted 
Yorkshire numismatist, bibliophile and 
collector William Boyne (1814-1893).  

His Yorkshire bibliography, originally 
published in 1869, is still the standard reference 
today, and many of the items will never have 
appeared on the open market since Victorian 
times.

The mainstay of the collection is a large library 
of books, but in addition there are antiquarian 
maps and plans, a vast quantity of postcards, 
broadsides and tracts, prints, portraits and 
a plethora of unusual ephemera of every 
manifestation.  

Virtually every item relates to one or other 
corner of the county, with many town 

guides, works on archaeology, topography 
and geology, biography, history, science and 
industry, plus administrative and political life.  
As a rich tapestry of Yorkshire social life and 
history in printed words and pictures, there will 
have been few rivals to such a collection being 
offered for sale in living memory.

Amongst the many highlights and interesting 
works is George Walker’s  The Costume of 
Yorkshire, 1814, a rare large paper version 
�Z�L�W�K���L�W�V���������¿�Q�H���K�D�Q�G���F�R�O�R�X�U�H�G���D�T�X�D�W�L�Q�W���S�O�D�W�H�V��
�L�Q���W�Z�R���V�W�D�W�H�V�������,�W���F�R�Q�W�D�L�Q�V���W�K�H���¿�U�V�W���(�Q�J�O�L�V�K��
representation of a steam engine and is 
estimated at £2,000-£3,000.

Quirkier items include The Strange and 
Wonderful History and Prophecies of Mother 
Shipton, a small illustrated pamphlet about the 
eccentric cave dwelling prophetess, published 
in York in 1809.  

�7�K�H�U�H���D�U�H���R�Q�O�\���¿�Y�H���N�Q�R�Z�Q���F�R�S�L�H�V���R�I���W�K�L�V���E�L�]�D�U�U�H��
little chapbook estimated here at £200-£300.  
Another, The Little Maid and the Gentleman or, 
We are Seven, is a rare York printing of a poem 
by Lakes poet William Wordsworth estimated 
at £150-£200.

One of the unique lots is a four-volume set of 
�7�K�H���&�L�Y�L�O�����(�F�F�O�H�V�L�D�V�W�L�F�D�O�����/�L�W�H�U�D�U�\�����&�R�P�P�H�U�F�L�D�O��
and Miscellaneous History of Leeds, Halifax, 
�+�X�G�G�H�U�V�¿�H�O�G�����%�U�D�G�I�R�U�G�����:�D�N�H�¿�H�O�G�����'�H�Z�V�E�X�U�\����
�2�W�O�H�\���D�Q�G���W�K�H���0�D�Q�X�I�D�F�W�X�U�L�Q�J���'�L�V�W�U�L�F�W���R�I��
�<�R�U�N�V�K�L�U�H�����E�\���(�G�Z�D�U�G���3�D�U�V�R�Q�V������

Published in 1834, this set estimated at £400-
£600, belonged to William Boyne, who extra 
illustrated it with numerous engraved plates, 
twelve original pen and ink drawings and 
�Z�D�W�H�U�F�R�O�R�X�U�V���E�\���-�R�K�Q���'�L�[�R�Q�����-�R�V�H�S�K���5�K�R�G�H�V��
�D�Q�G���5�R�E�H�U�W���%�R�\�Q�H�����$���K�L�J�K�O�L�J�K�W���D�P�R�Q�J���W�K�H��
�I�R�O�G�L�Q�J���P�D�S�V���F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q���L�V���D���P�D�J�Q�L�¿�F�H�Q�W���O�D�U�J�H��
scale map of Yorkshire by Thomas Jefferys 
published in 1772.  

�(�Q�J�U�D�Y�H�G���R�Q���D���V�F�D�O�H���R�I��
one inch to the mile, 
the hand-coloured map 
�L�V���L�Q�V�H�W���Z�L�W�K���¿�Q�H���W�R�Z�Q��
plans and a delightful 
vignette of Fountains 
Abbey. 

It is widely regarded as 
one of the highpoints 
of large-scale 
cartography carrying 
an estimate of £1,000-
£1,500.
Fully illustrated 
catalogues are 
available by post and 
can be viewed online.  
For further information 
and details about 
viewings for the sale 
in Gloucestershire and 
Yorkshire (Yorkshire 
Hotel, Harrogate, 
Saturday 13th March) 
please contact 
�'�R�P�L�Q�L�F�¶�V��
PA Claire Pitts.

Dominic Winter 
Book Auctions, 
Mallard House, 
Broadway Lane, 
South Cerney, 
Nr Cirencester, 
Gloucestershire 
GL7 5UQ.  
Tel: 01285 860006.   
www.dominicwinter.
co.uk


